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Art Unit: 2876 

DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) ? which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims l ? 2, 4, and 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase 
;t can be" does not definitively and precisely recite the claimed invention. It is respectfully 
suggested to replace it by -- is — or — are — . Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 2-8 are objected to because of the following informalities: is respectfully 
suggested to replace "Equipment" in the first line of respective claims with -- The equipment --. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-8 recite the limitation- "the housing" in linelO. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. Claims 2-8 are rejected for the same reason based on their 
dependent relationship from an independent claim 1 . 

6. Claims 7 and 8 recite the limitation "the mounting" in lines 2 and 3 respectively. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections ~ 35 USC § J 02 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country' or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to t he date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Baus (US 
4,780,599). 

Re claim 1 , Baus discloses a product presentation equipment (Fig. 1), comprising: 
a screen (screen 68); 

a computer system (control computer 69 in Fig. 1) connected to the screen (68) in which 
information on various products (products 52) can be stored and reproduced on the screen by ' 
operating appropriate operating devices (such as a reading device 56); 

device for accommodating (shelf arrangement 50) at least two different products, for 
which visualizable information (via screen 68) is stored in the computer; 

a switching device (in the form of a tag or label) assigned to each product; 

wherein the switching device is automatically activated when a product (52) is taken 
into use and/or out of the housing (When a product is taken out of the shelf arrangement and 
brought near the reading device), so that with the activation (reading) of the switching device, 
information (model designation, technical data, price) from the computer (Each product has a 
code 54, 54', 54" in the form of a bar code consisting of a plurality of lines of different width, 
spaced differently apart, etc.. The code corresponds more particularly to the number of the 
article and to data regarding weight, price, etc.) on the product is automatically reproduced on 
the screen; and 

wherein the product represents an electroacoustic device and the equipment 
comprises means for the proper testing and/or for the activation of the electroacoustic 
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device (It is also possible for several codes to be combined with a specific group of products for 
example, through the converters 64, in order to obtain a single address signal for a storage unit 
30. The latter preferably includes a video disc or laser disc. The disc contains pieces of 
information associated with the products or group of products, and spot advertisements, customer 
information, applications, references to pertinent products, and the like. Upon being called up by 
the reading device 56, these pieces of information are passed on to the output unit 32 and are 
presented to the customer visually and/or acoustically. Furthermore, the reference does not limit 
the products to be a specific kind, and a bar code label may be attached to virtually any 
products.) 

Re claim 2, Baus discloses the equipment of as recited in rejected claim 1 stated above, 
wherein further information on the product taken into use can be invoked by the operation of the 
operating devices (The reading device 56 reads or detects relevant product information encoded 
in the barcode.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baus (US 
4, 780,599) in view of Weaver (US2003/0227854A1). 

The teachings of Baus have been fully discussed above with the exception of the product 
being a headphone reproducing sound data source. 
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Weaver discloses a product (10) in a package may include CDs, a CD player with a set of 
headphones to allow a prospective buyer to listen to a CD before purchasing. The packaged 
product allows a user the convenience of buying a music piece and a headphone for instant 
usability. Since the CD and headphone are already tested, the user does not have to worry about 
returning a damaged or a malfunctioning product. At the same time, the packaged product 
allows manufactures and merchants a chance to increase revenue by selling a product in a 
bundled package. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to have included the product package of Weaver into the 
teachings of Baus for the purpose of increasing revenues and customer satisfaction and reducing 
inconvenience of a customer. 

11. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baus (US 4, 
780,599) in view of Tsuchiuchi (US 2003/0093538A1). 

Re claims 5 and 6, the teachings of Baus have been fully discussed above with the 
except ion of the screen being a touch screen and a connection to the Internet page of the product 
supplier being produced by the operating device. 

Tsuchiuchi discloses an information display and distribution device that includes a touch 
screen, a communication mode and switching function. A musical composition sales terminal 32 
includes a control section 51, operating section (touch panel 52), a display section (LCD) 53, 
storage section 54, speaker (or headphone) 55, network adaptor 56, wireless communication 
section 57, and antenna 58. The device allows a user to selectively purchase a musical 
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composition that are stored in the sales terminal or downloaded from an external device via a 
network (paragraph 0093)/ 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the touch screen function and the network adaptor 
of Tsuchiuchi into the teachings of Baus for the purpose of increasing selections of the musical 
composition and providing the convenience of touch screen to the user of the device. 

Re claims 7 and 8, Baus in view of Tsuchiuchi discloses a short-range wireless 
communication. 

Although, the reference does not explicitly indicate the short-range wireless 
communication includes infrared switch or mechanical switch. As obviously appreciated by an 
artisan in the field, infrared switch is a type of the short-range wireless communication protocol. 
A mechanical switch to operate a device between on and off positions is also well-known and 
conventional. The barcode label in Baus reference provides a similar function. When a product 
with a barcode is in the proximity of a reading device, it gets read and activates the encoded 
information to be presented on a display. 

In view of above discussion, it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use a well known and conventional technique in 
addition to the teachings of Baus for the purposes improving the accuracy of data communication 
between a product having an indicia and a reading device. 

Conclusion 

1 2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Gamier (US 5,978,777) discloses an electronic system for selective presentation of a 
product at a place of sale. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven S. Paik whose telephone number is 57 1 -272-2404. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 5:30a-2:00p (Maxi-Flex*). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the' Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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